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New President for the RAS of WA
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Leading by example is no stranger to Dr Rob Wilson our newly elected President who joins CEO
Peter Cooper in steering the RAS into the future. At the June AGM Dr Wilson replaced Mr Hugh
Harding as head of the organisation for the next three years. 
 
As President of the RAS, Rob is keen to retain the RAS objective – educating the public on the
importance and necessity of agriculture for the production of food and fibre.
 
Former Show ringmaster and managing director of Provident, a financial planning, lending and
insurance business in Nedlands, Paul Carter takes on the role as Vice President.
 
The RAS has welcomed two newly elected Councillors Dr Catherine Bowen and Mrs Beth
McDonnell.
 
Cathie Bowen is based in broad-acre farming (grains, prime lambs, wool and hay) and has an
enthusiastic interest in agriculture, education, natural resources and community. Cathie is a
secondary teacher and university lecturer as well as being a partner in a private business. 
 
Beth McDonnell has retired from administering a successful and progressive broad acre family
farming business and from lecturing in computing studies and farm office management.

Above: Newly appointed Peter Cooper (left) and Rob Wilson chewing the cud in their respective roles as CEO and
President!

Agricultural Hall of Fame
Professor Clive Francis (Dec) and Mr Dawson Bradford were inducted into the Royal Agricultural
Society of WA’s Hall of Fame at a luncheon in May attended by the WA Governor Mr Malcolm
McCusker AC CVO QC. 
 



Clive Francis was pre-eminent in all phases of the development of subterranean clover. He was a
brilliant, unconventional scientist with an outstanding rapport with farmers and his laboratory was
never far from the paddock. His extensive, productive and long lasting international connections
attracted many prominent overseas scientists to work with him and to contribute to the
advancement of Western Australian broad-scale agriculture. 
 
In the modern era, Dawson Bradford stands out among the most progressive, successful and
exemplary farmers and agricultural administrators in Western Australia. His cropping systems are
innovative; his piggery has been a testing ground and demonstration site for new feeding,
housing and farrowing technologies. But it is in his prime lamb enterprises that he is a true
pioneer in a rapidly evolving industry.

Above: Margaret Francis (accepted her late husband's award), Malcolm McCusker, Dawson Bradford

In other news...
Council acknowledged contributions made by three members – Bill Scott who retired from Council
in June, for his input to the Tom Wilding Pavilion and pat-a-pig; Herb Harkins, who bowed out in
June, for his influence with the Photography section, and Dudley Preston who was made
Honorary Councillor as a testament to his outstanding influence as a member of the RAS Council
for the past two decades, particularly within the sections of Woodchop and Heritage.

Members parking has moved
With the development of the Claremont North East Precinct the parking at PCYC is no longer
available. We have been successful in allocating the same amount of bays as PCYC, for
members in the Ashton Triangle, corner Ashton and Judge Avenues, Claremont, with parking
remaining as a first come basis. Travel by train will take you directly to the Showground station.
Think about it – no queues or parking frustration!

Jim Shepherd
Agricultural Hall of Fame inductee and Honorary Councillor Jim Shepherd passed away in April
2014. Jim was a Councillor from 1965 to 1988 and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2007.

Jim was a farmer and a visionary breeder of Merino sheep using the integration of the
measurement of fleeces and other technologies. He established a national co-operative breeding
organisation, the Australian Merino Society.

The Australian Blue Ribbon Cookbook
For your chance to win a copy of the stories, recipes and secret tips from prize winning show



cooks from around Australia, email your name and membership number to the Membership
Coordinator Jan Muggleton on membcoord@raswa.org.au by 7 August 2014.
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